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SUBJECT: MBFR: NUCLEAR ASPECTS 

REF: (A) BONN 14118, (B) LONDON 11200 (NOTAL) 

1. FRG CHIEF MBFR NEGOTIATOR BEHRENDS TOLD EMBOFF 
OCT 4 THAT DURING BILATERAL MBFR CONSULTATIONS THIS 
WEEK IN LONDON.BRITISH OFFICIALS HAD VOICED STRONG 
OPPOSITION CONCERNING CONCEPT OF OPEN ENDED 
WORKING GROUP ON NUCLEAR ASPECTS OF MBFR. AS REPORTED 
IN REFERENCED EMBASSY LONDON MESSAGE.THE BRITISH HAD 
STRONGLY UNDERSCORED TO BEHRENDS THE HIGHLY SENSITIVE 
CHARACTER OF MILITARY INFORMATION WHICH WOULD HAVE TO 
BE EXAMINED IN ANY ALLIED CONSIDERATION OF MBFR 
NUCLEAR ASPECTS. BEHRENDS SAID THE BRITISH HAD 
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OCCUR TRILATERALLY BETWEEN U.S./U.K./FRGG. BRITISH 
OFFICIALS SAID OPEN ENDED DISCUSSION OF TOPIC IN NATO 
WOULD BE AN APPALLING PROSPECT. 

2. BEHRENDS TOLD EMBOFF THAT BONN DID NOT 
INSIST UPON ANY PARTICULAR FRAMEWORK FOR ALLIED 
CONSIDERATION OF MBFR NUCLEAR ASPECTS, BUT BELIEVED 
THAT, GIVEN GREAT IMPORTANCE OF TOPIC, IT MUST BE 
CONSIDERED IN AN EFFICIENT MANNER. HE INDICATED THAT 
TRILATERAL APPROACH WOULD NOT APPEAR TO 

SUFFICE IN ALLIANCE TERMS. HE SAID THERE WERE "DANGERS 
OF ANARCHY" ON THIS TOPIC WITHIN ALLIANCE IF A COMMON 
POSITION WAS NOT ADOPTED; IN THIS CONNECTION, HE 
PARTICULARLY RECALLED THE COMMENTS OF DUTCH DEFENSE 
MINISTER IN PARLIAMENT THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS MUST BE 
INCLUDED. 

3. CONCLUDING, BEHRENDS REITERATED GERMAN CONCERN THAT 
INCLUSION OF U.S. NUCLEAR ELEMENTS IN MBFR COULD RESULT 
IN AT LEAST DE FACTO NUCLEAR CEILING LIMITED UNI- 
LATERALLY TO THE WESTERN SIDE. EMBOFF REBUTTED THIS 
ARGUMENT, SAYING SUCH A CONSEQUENCE WAS NOT NECESSARY 
PARTICULARLY GIVEN THE SPECIFIC CHARACTER OF U.S. 
PROPOSAL. EMBOFF STRESSED THAT U.S. PROPOSAL REFERRED 

IN PRECISE TERMS TO SPECIFIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS SYSTEMS 
RATHER THAN TO TOTALITY OF TACNUC'S SO THAT GERMAN 
CONCERNS OVER POSSIBLE DE FACTO CEILING SEEMED 
MISPLACED. 

HILLENBRAND 
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